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VALUATION OF THE TOWN OF EXETER.
701 pulls, 870,100 00
Real estate, 1,727,362 00
413 horses, 32,402 00
72 oxen, 5,836 00
363 cows, 9,540 00
98 other neat stock, 2,308 00
173 sheep, 706 00
2 hogs, 20 00
116 carriages, 11,410 00
Stock hi public funds, 130,200 00
Stock in banks, 101,100 00
Doomage, 340,888 00
Moue}' on hand and at interest, 48,662 00
Stock in trade, 75,626 00




State tax, $5,728 00
County tax, 3,983 54
Schools by law, 5,012 00
Schools in addition, 1,200 00
Interest on town debt, 1,500 00
TOWN ItKl'OlJT.
Fire Department. 82,500 00
Highways, 2,500 00
Highways, bridges and sidewalks. 1,000 00
Police and Constables, 500 00
Miscellaneous, 1,500 00
Support of poor. 1,000 00
Town Library. 500 OO
Decorating the graves oT I'niun suldier.s, 100 00
Lighting streets, 600 00
827,(;2;i 51
TREASURER'S RFJ'ORT.
Receipts and expenditures made I)}' tlie Treasurer oC the
Town of Exeter, for tlie year ending March 2, IS.S') :
EXPENDITURES.




Paid IViKlcnlial Com., Dist. No. 1. §0,332 23
•' No. 3, 172 Or>
^' No. 4, 1 V.) 2.S
'' '' No. ."). 2g:...sg
" " No. 0, 1.03 IG
.$7,072 58
Appropriation, raiiroad lax. etc., 7,072 58
TOWN LIBRARY.
Paid Library Cominilloo. SoOO 00
Appropriation. 500 00
EXETER GAS LIGHT CO,
Paid A. W. Cooper, Snporintondcnt, SGOO 00
Appro] )rlalion, GOO 00
MOSES N. COLLINS POST,
Paid Frank N. Rollins, 8100 00
Appropriation. 100 00
STATE TAX,
Paid Solon A. Carter, Treasurer, S5,728 00
Appropriation, 5,728 00
COUNTY TAX,




Paid Frank P. Ritchie,
TOWN RICl'OKT,













Balance carried to Contingent fund.
Appropriation,
HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES AND SIDEWALKS.
Paid Jacob Carlisle, Snrveyor 1883, $72 00
1 50
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Paid .1. J. Folsom, Surveyor,
J. O. Marsh, "
John IT. Kim]);ill, "




Newell S. Tilton, "
S. J. Colcord, "





S. S. Perkins, breaking roads,
Jeweit Conner, "
S. R. Peave}^,
John Flanigan, Lincoln st.,
John M. Wadleigh, stone culvert,
















































Paid Levi G, Towlc,
Carried to Contingent fund,
Appropriation,




Paid Di'. E. Bartlett, reporting births
and deaths, $1 50






Exeter Gas Light Co.,
Thompson & Batchelder,





















Exeter Tree Protecting Co.,
John W. Getchell,
Ivan T. Purinton, town clock,
James I. "Watson, town clock,






Taxes for the year 188t, including
non-resident higliway, and dog
taxes, $29,1.32 12
Casli from Selectmen, 7,437 32
Outstanding taxes, 1,756 75
Cash on hand March 1, 1884, 7,670 15
8^6,016 34
AUDITOR'S REPORT.
Exeter, N. II., March 4, 1885.
AVe, the undersigned, have this day examined the accounts
of the Town Treasurer, as exhibited to us by him, and find
them well vouched and correctly cast, and find a balance of
eight thousand and seventy-two dollars and thirty-eight











Paul Town Treasurer, as per rccei[)ls, $?7,437 o2
Abatements of taxes prior to 187!), 2,257 G3
Oiitstandino- taxes. 1878. 24G 44
$9,941 39
JEWETT CONNER, ") Selectmen
JOSTAH J. FOLSOM, I of
AXDKEW J. EOOG, ) Exotei-.
AUDITOR'S REPORT.
Exeter, N. H., March 4, 1885.
We, the undersigned, have this da}- examined the accounts
of the Selectmen, as exhibited to us by them, and find them
well vouched and correctly cast.
WILLIAM B. MORRILL,




Town Bond^i, G i)oi- cent., SG,000 00
" " 4 " 24,000 00






To THE Town of Exeter :
The Committee appointed at the last auuual meeting to
recommend what sums of monc}' should be raised for the ex-
penditures of the town, for the year 1885-G, have attended
to that dut}' and recommend that the town raise the follow-
ing sums :
For the payment of the State tax, So, 728 00
" -County tax, 7,003 97
Schools by law, 5,012 00
Schools in addition, 1,200 00
Interest on the Town debt 1,320 00
Fire Department, 2,300 00
Highways, 2,500 00
Bridges and sidewalks, 1,000 00
Police and Constables, 500 00
Support of the poor, 800 00
Town Library, 500 00
Decorating the graves of Union Soldiers, 100 00
Lighting the streets, 664 00
Miscellaneous, 1,500 00
Price of labor on the highways, $1.25 perday of ten hours,
and the pay of the flremeu one dollar per month.
In estimating the amount for lighting the streets, we have
added to the appropriation of last 3'ear a pro rata amount
for the four new lights ordered by the Town, and we recom-
mend that when any new lights are ordered by the town here-
after, that the town pay therefor a sum not exceeding the
pro rata amount paid for existing lights.
We have made no recommendation for anv appropriation
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to meet the $3000, of bonds falling tine the coming year, be-
canse the Selectmen assure us that the existing surplus will
be suflicient to take care of them without raising an addition-







Exeter, N. IT., March 10, 1885.
CHIEF BNGINBER'S REPORT.
In complin nee with an ordinance relating to the Fire De-
partment, tlie untlersigned submits the annual report, includ-
ing a list of fires, together with losses and insurance collected.
The ver}' remarkable exemption from fires and alarms,
and complete immunity from serious or even ordinary con-
flagrations, is a subject of general congratulation. Other
communities have been visited, and in some instances the loss-
es have been largely in excess of previous years, but we have
escaped almost untouched. It is but about one decade since,
in the short space of two years and a half, there were in
Exeter twenty-six alarms of fire, and sixteen of them within
the last fifteen months, while since my appointment last
April there have been but seven, and only six in which the
department was called out, and in a majority of instances
the fires were comparative!}^ trivial. The loss sums up ^Vith
the exception of the barn of Chase Wiggin, Esq., only
$910.00, computed in part by the amount paid by the insur-
ance companies and in part by the best estimates to be
made. In the meantime there has been no relaxation of in-
terest upon the part of the Department, whose discipline has
been fully kept up. It has always been read}', and it is grati-
fying to witness the interest manifested by the Department
and the ambition which each company shows to get on the
first stream. My own opinion is that encouragement should
be given the different companies, that such efforts are laud-
able, and if it can be stimulated it is perfectly proper to do
it. This can be brought about by an effort on the part of
2G CHIEF engineer's report.
the Board of Engineers, backed by the town, to afford the
companies all that is reasonably proper to keep their appara-
tus in fine order, allowing all reasonable expense to that
end, and thereby accomplish the objects desired. Since the
report of my predecessor, the Babcock Chemical Extinguish-
er has been thoroughl}- repaired and is now in good condi-
tion, and I am pleased to say, has done good service. It
was the only part of the Department put in use at the fire of
Mr. Sleeper, or the more recent one at Dr. Dearborn's.
The rest of the Department were promptly on hand, but
owing to the insignificance of the fires their services were not
needed. I found it necessaiy to repair the boiler of the
Eagle steamer and took immediate steps to that end. It is
now in good condition, but in order to keep the "boys"
^)ro(/c7 should have a new coat of paint. It was also neces-
sary to do some other repairs on the Eagle, of minor im-
portance, such as cutting tires, etc. I have purchased 100
feet of new hose for the Union, at a cost of $75, part of
which was paid by turning in some old hose which had been
condemned and was out of use and valueless except to clut-
ter the engine houses. I consider the two hand engines of
little service in case of an extensive conflagration, and shall
be glad when the town so considers them and votes to pur-
chase a third-class steamer. We can then have from the two
steamers four streams, which will be incessant, and no tiring
of muscles to operate them.
On the 9th of April, about 3 o'clock in the morning, the
Department was called to the fire of C. C. Stevens, on
Portsmouth Avenue. His barn and shed were consumed,
with other property therein, and the L of the house seriously
damaged. Great loss was avoided b}' attending to the ex-
tinguishment of the fire, and not moving the furniture from
the house. Loss, S350 ; insurance, $300.
The fire at George W. James' store on Middle street, was
the next in course, and occurred on the 25th of August, at
al)out the same time in the morning (3 o'clock.) Can hardl}'
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estimate the loss b\' this fire, as tlie building was small, of
but little account, onh* the roof burned off, and no repairs
made since the lire. I have, nevertheless, for the sake of a
full presentation of losses, estimated the entire loss of
Messrs. James and Brown at 8200.
The next fire was the barn of Chase Wiggin, on the New-
market road, so called. I attended it, not knowing when I
started where it was, but presuming it was back of the
village and in South Newmarket. It broke out about 11
r. M., and when I arrived there it was down, and the
fire had completed its work. The Department was not
started, and it would have been the height of foil}' to
have attempted it. Insurance, $1,100; loss al)out
(Jouble.
The next lire was at the house of Madison Sleeper, on the
memorable 25th of November, at about 7 o'clock in the
evening. There was rather an unusual occurrence in town
that night, which served to deceive—many of the Depart-
ment not realizing what caused the fire bell to ring, but few
thinking it really meant fire. It was extinguished by the use
of the Babcock alone, as before stated, and the damage was
paid b}' the insurance compan}', SI 50.
Brown & Warren's planing mill was found to be on fire
about 8 1-2 o'clock, on the 5th of December. It was soon
extinguished by the united eflbrts of the Babcock, I'nion
and Steamer. Loss, $10.
The next fire was the barn of Jerr^- Smith, on River
street. The alarm was at 11 p. m., on the 15th of January.
The loss was total, including one pig and a barn full of hay,
estimated at $150
At about 8 o'clock on the evening of Januar}' 17, an alarm
was given which proved to be in the house of Dr. Geo. W.
Dearborn, corner of Front and Water streets, which was
soon extinguished by the uso of the Babcock alone. This
was considered a fortunate discovery being at so early an
hour in the evening ; if it had not been discovered until a late
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hour llio conflagration would in all probability liave been ex-
tensive. Loss, $50
;
paid by insurance company.
In the late summer together with the Foreman of the tragic
Steamer, I made an examination of the different reservoirs
in town to ascertain their true condition with regard to their
efliciency in case of fire, and was surprised to find many of
them nearly dry and but few containing water of any amount.
The two on Front street, one opposite the Common and the
other opposite the residence of Hon. AY. W. Stickney, were
the poorest in town, neither of them containing at that time
over one foot of water. Feeling the importance of having
that locality better protected, after consultation with the
Selectmen it was decided to have a reservoir of good capaci-
ty' in Academ}" street, and we soon commenced the work.
It was an expensive job, owing to the constant caving of the
sides. MVe however succeeded in sinking a well fifteen feet
deep and twelve feet in diameter, which filled before the
rains so that the water can be reached with the hand. There
are no fears of its ever becoming drj'. Cost of construction,
§295.37.
I think it practical if the old Hand Tubs are to be kept in
use, to recommend an appropriation for new hose, and also
to newly paint the house on IMiddle street and the wood fin-
ish about the Steamer house.
My cordial acknowledgements are due to the Board of
Engineers and the officers and members of the department.
Ttie former for their advice and interest manifested in the
success of the Department, and the latter for their zeal and
eflicienc}' in the performance of their duties.
JAMES W. ODLIN,
Chief Engineer Fire Department.
Exeter, N. H., Feb. 24, 1885.
ROBINSON SEMINARY.
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
To THE Honorable Board of Trustees of the Robinson
Female Seminary :
Daring the year that has passed since I submitted my last
report one school year has been finished and the work of
another more than half completed. In the administration of
the school during this time, old methods have been un-
proved, new ones adopted, wholh' or in part ; some plans
considered for present application, others held in abeyance
for future disposition. The end and aim of all our endeav-
ors have been the enhanced usefulness of the Seminary as an
educating power. The results—if eA'^er results can be
properly estimated without the summary of years—are in
the highest degree encouraging. These are due chiefl}^ to
the heart}' cooperation of a most efficient corps of associate
teachers.
To give a resume of work done ; to explain the nature of
our new methods, and the changes in the old ; to lay before
you plans for the future ; and to bring to 3-our generous
consideration the needs of the Seminary are the purposes of
this report. The review in detail of the work of the several
grades will be omitted except where it is necessaiy in expla-
nation of important changes.
The plan of work adopted at the beginning of the school
year of 1883-84 was continued to the end. At the close,
June 11, '84, Miss Bessie P. Grouard and Miss Lora "NV.
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Laue were graduated with credit both to themselves and to
the Seminar}'.
AVith the new school year many of the changes and
innovations offered for 3'our consideration in my report and
elsewhere, were put into application. The course of study
is now graded throughout in a manner as nearly complete as
possible. It is my aim to give the i)upils the advantages of
a complete system of gradation. At the same time the
length of the course and the organization of the school ren-
der a certain amount of latitude in promotion not inconsist-
ent with sound scholarship. By this means it is hoped to
avoid the common result of graded systems, productive of
bodily and mental harm to girls, of "cramming" and "ma-
chine" progress.
Depaut-Ment TEAriiixc.— In teaching as in any other
professional, or in any mechanical employment, the concen-
tration of energies ui)on special work, in which natural
capacity and predilection may have fullest scope, is produc-
tive of the best results. In the organization of the school,
the work has been made as special as possible. The general
plan, and the proper government of the large number of
pupils who are present with several of the teachers during
both study and recitation periods, i)reclude the possibilit}' of
the strictest classification. But work for which each is
especially adapted, and which is as little incongruous as
possible, is performed by each teacher. The Natural
Sciences, Greek, and Elocution in the upper classes, are
taught by the principal ; Latin by Mrs. Knight ; Higher
Mathematics, English, and Composition by Miss Kice
;
French and German by Professor Faulhaber ; higher Eng-
lish Grammar, Ancient History, Physical Geograph}', Phys-
iology of the Fourth class, and Eeadiug in the four lower
grades, b}- Miss Lufkin ; Language, Geograpln^ and ele-
ments of Natural Ilistor}- by Miss Chase ; and Arithmetic,
elements of Algebra, and Modern History by Miss Grouard.
Miss Bell is iu charge of all the classes in Drawing and
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Painting, and instructs the Seniors in Art. Tlie vocal music
is taught by Miss Gustine.
In determining the nature and amount of work to be done
b}'' the younger grades, it became necessary to meet the
requirements of two classes of pupils. AH need the princi-
ples of Arithmetic, the salient facts of Geograph}', and the
correct use of the English language instilled by intelligent
instruction and persistent drill. For one class of pupils the
rudimentar}' practice is but a preparation for a more extend-
ed course of stud\-. To the other, now fortunately smaller
but no less important class, the one, two, or three 3'ears'
discipline in the preparator}' grades becomes the entire educa-
tion,—the onl}^ preparation for life's responsibilities. It is not
wise to assign to pupils who will complete the course, subjects
that can be more profitably pursued in maturer years. On the
other hand the needs of the less privileged are not met if
studies of every day importance are assigned a place too late
in the curriculum. It is hoped, however, that the course as
now arranged, harmonizes these conflicting interests. For the
welfare of all, special effort has been made to introduce the
best methods in teaching the so called "rudiments."
Arithmetic.—All the Arithmetic classes are under the in-
struction of one teacher with most encouraging results. In-
stead ofbeing required to go over a certain amount ofground in
a prescribed time, classes are advanced only with the intelli-
gent comprehension of their work. At the same time they
are able to finish the subject half a 3'ear sooner than formerly.
B\- this means eighteen weeks of the study of Algebra are
introduced into the preparatoiy course. AVhether the inter-
ests of this department will not be furthered by a change of
text-book in Arithmetic, is a question demanding early
consideration.
Geograpiiv.—Important changes have been made in the
teaching of Geography also. All this work except that of
Physical Geography', is performed b}'^ one teacher. Natural
methods are used in oivin^ instruction. During the first
32 SEMINARY REPOKT.
year the text-book is used odIv as a supplement. The tech-
nical definitions often thrust at children at the outset, are
avoided. The}' are taught the relation of maps to the areas
they outline, by a study of their own town, and a subse-
quent careful mapping of the same upon the black board.
The adjacent towns arc then studied and added to the map
nucleus. Thus the pupil's knowledge and the map areas are
broadened together, step by step. Facts in natural and
political histor}', which pertain to the subject, are introduced
into each day's lesson. Harper's text-book is made the
basis of the second 3'ear"s stud3\ Every available means is
used to illustrate, and lend interest to the study.
P^N(iLisii Grammar.—It is safe to say that tliere is no
subject brought to the attention of young pupils, in the im-
proper teaching of which, so much valuable time is wasted,
or that exposes teachers to more just criticism than that of
English Grammar. The results that need to be attained in
the Grammar course of the Seminar}' are twofold,—a practi-
cal knowledge of the principles of the language, and a drill
in the analysis of construction as a special preparation for the
studj' of Latin in the subsequent course. An appreciation
of its great need in our school and of the importance of the
end that should be attained, has induced me to give much
time to the study of methods in the most successful schools,
and to the examination of text-books. A method has been
formulated and applied somewhat as follows : During the
first year pupils are taught by simple directions, numerous
examples, and illustrations, hoio to use the language correct-
ly. No suggestion of the terrors of parts of speech and
grammatical principles is given. The second year, the parts
of speech are taught and general principles of the language
unfolded. Sentence-building with the aid of diagrams is
introduced. The work of the third year, is to acquire the
principles much more in detail, and to analyze and parse
simple sentences. During the fourth and last 3'ear, com-
plex and involved instructions, false syntax, and the refine-
'KJllNAKV 1!E1*0KT.
ments of the English arc considered , and an exhaustive
analytical drill given. Tiie text-book for the first year
is Mrs. Knox's ''How to Speak and Write Correctly ;"' for
the second, Keed and Kellog's "Graded Lessons in Eng-
lish ;" for the third, the same author's "Higher Lessons in
English." During the last 3'ear no text-book is in use.
Both teachers who iiave this subject in charge are m full
sympathy with the plan, appreciate what is required of them,
and are doing the work in a most satisfactory manner.
Reading axd Elocutiox.—The important subject of
reading, which in former years has been assigned to several,
is now entirelj' in the hands of two teachers. The lad}' who
instructs the lower grades brings to her work an enthusiasm
and luitural tact enhanced bj' a valuable course in the
Boston College of Oratoiy. The pupils are interested and
are making marked progress. On two Friday afternoons,
once during the Fall terra, and again on the occasion of
Longfellow's birthda\', the pupils have digressed from their
usual rhetorical exercises, prepared special programmes, and
invited in their friends. On both occasions the peculiar
fitness of the teacher for her work, and the proficiency of
the classes were demonstrated.
The pupils of the four upper grades are instructed
in reading and elocution b}- the principal. The aim
of the instruction is to make the young ladies readers
possessed of good voices, clear articulation, and such
a knoweldge of the laws of expression as shall enable
them to impart subject matter in an intelligible and agree-
able manner. In addition to voice drill, some attention is
paid to dramatic action and gesture. The object of this is
not to make dramatic readers but to enable pupils to gain
self control and refinement. Nothing will help young ladies
more rapidly to the possession of the desirable qualities of
modest self confidence, and the equipoise of good breeding
than to be occasionally placed face to face with a sympa-
thizing audience, if they be well fortified b}' judicious and
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faithful preparation. In fiirtliorant-e of this pUin certain
Fi'iday afternoons are set apart as i)ublic sessions. Several
pupils are selected to present readings or compositions. Op-
portunit}' is given them for some special instruction and
the}' i)resent a i)rogramnio of rhetorical exercises interspers-
ed Avith music. Fifteen girls whose rank indicated special
proficiency in reading and composition dm-ing the Fall term,
were selected to take part in a public exercise at the close of
the term. A similar exercise is contemplated for the end of
the winter term. To all the invitations to be present at our
pul)lic exercises, llio friends of the Seminary have responded
in large numbers.
Rhetoric and Liteuati kk.—As suggested in my former
report Khetoric and English Literature are taken up in the
academic course earlier than formerly, thus more directly
supplementing the study of the grammar, and at the same time
making it possible to devote a longer time to the studj' of
Literature. American Literature also has been added to the
course. During the fifth year eighteen weeks are devoted
to tliis subject with the use of Royse's text book. In all the
work of this department a spirit of inquiry beyond the limits
of the text book is fostered, portions of the writings of the
authors studied, are criticall}' read in class, and ever}' endeav-
or is made to cultivate literary taste and discrimination of
the highest order.
Latin and Greek-.—No part of tlie school work .shows
more conclusively the advantage of a department system
than the Latin. All the classes are now under the care of
one teacher. The result is most gratifying both in quality
and quantity of work. The study of Greek covers two years.
The college preparatory' course is now full}' established and
forms an important part of the curriculum. Four of the
seven ladies in the Senior class are pursuing this course and
and at graduation will be well prepared for admission to any
college for young women.
FuKNcji AND (iiaiMAN,— Frof. FauUiabcr coutiuucs tlic usc
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of the Natural Method in his classes, lie combines with
this a great amount of grammatical drill. The more advanc-
ed French classes use Dr. Sauver's text l)Ook of Grammar in
the French language.
Natlhai- PniLOSOiTiY AND CiiK.M i^TKv.—The time devoted
to Natural Philosophy is four recitations per week through-
out the Junior year. J)uring the past year the apparatus for
illustration has been very much im])roved and increased at
slight expense. So long as the needs of the pupils can be
met by class instruction, without individual work, this de-
partment l)Oth in facilities for demonstration and in time de-
voted to the study, is in a satisfactory condition, and will
compare very favorably with that of similar institutions.
In order to trausfer the studv of Chemistr}^ to a later place
in the course the subject will not be taught at all during the
present year. But with the beginning of the nest school
^•ear a large class will be well prepared to take up the study
in its proper i)lace. Chemistry, both organic and inorganic,
is of the utmost value to 3'oung women, and its practical im-
portance increases greatly' from year to A'ear. The course
prescribes four hours per week throughout the sixth year to
be devoted to this stud}', and gives an option of eighteen
weeks of Qualitative Analysis in the Junior year. But the
means for doing this work are quite inadequate. We have
nothing that can be termed a laboratory-. Encouraged b}^ the
generous manner in which you have responded to all my ap-
peals in the past I earnestl}' ask that this defect may be rem-
edied in season to meet the wants of next year. Two rooms
should be fitted up, one as a lecture and recitation room, the
other as a laboratory for individual work. There are two
rooms in the basement of our building that for size, light and
means for perfect ventilation leave nothing to be desired.
Furthermore the}' are already provided with gas, steam and
cold water, and conveniently situated for the introduction of
hot water from the boiler room. No argument need be ad-
duced to prove that increased interest and success in the
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study of Chenii^itiy will result fiom the use of a good labora-
tory. Success in working with chemicals with our present
inadequate means is impossible, and more, the attempt will
be productive of inaccurac}', untidy habits, and discourage-
ment, and sometimes positively harmful to the health of the
pupils. The cost of such an improvement will be moderate
and entirely within our means. I shall be glad to la}' before
yon at any time plans and estimates.
Botany.—Tiie study of mere external forms of plants
though an instructive and delightful pursuit, is, in the pres-
ent stage of the science of Botan}-, as far from the real pith
of the subject, as would be the same treatment of animal
life. The anatomy and ph^'siology of the plant are now of
vital importance to the learner. The scalpel and compound
microscope should be familiar and effective instruments in
the hands of our older pupils as means of instruction, disci-
pline in observation, and to prepare the wa}- for an under-
standing of biological laws. A knowledge of the parts of a
plant and of the analysis and classilication of the same
should precede such stud}'. It will be well to continue the
Natural Ilistor}- lessons during the first three 3'ears of the
course and to enlarge their scope to include the substance of
Gray's Lessons. Such a plan will have two-fold utility, fur-
nishing valuable instructions to those who early terminate their
course, and to others a preparation for the stud}' of tissues.
The other essential changes in the course of study either
made or proposed, are an elective in Book- Keeping two
hours per week during the fifth year, and the substitution of
Ethics for Mental Science.
Music.—This department, as now conducted, cannot fail
to be a most important factor in the accomplishment of that
end to which all the teachers are most earnestly devoted, the
enhanced usefulness and good name of our Seminary both
at home and abroad. The school has profited not only by
faithful instruction from the music teacher, but by her gcuer-
(^us efforts in obtaining a new iiiano for its use.
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Draaving and Art.—The reputation which so man}' of
the Seminary pupils have gained in drawing and painting is
proof positive of the advantage of the extended course in
drawing as well as of the wisdom of retaining an enthusias-
tic and successful teacher as long as possible. All the work
of this department is in a condition of the highest excellence.
The artistic taste which is developed to a greater or less de-
gree in the majorit}* of the pupils b}' the successive years'
instruction in drawing, is given direction and discrimination
In' a course in Art during the Senior year. This important
work can be well supplemented bj' good pictures on our
walls and other works of art in different parts of the build-
ing. During the past 3'ear several valuable pictures have
been added to the small collection already ornamenting the
various rooms b}^ framing and hanging some of the beautiful
carbon photographs presented to the Seminar}' some years
since by Mrs. E. A. Tibbets. The wish of the teacher of Art
that more may be done in this direction will be approved by
all the friends of the Seminar}-.
Visitors.—It is gratifying to report a greatly increased
number of visitors over that of last year. This is in part
due to the public rhetorical exercises that have been giv^en
from time to time. But it is hoped that it is to some extent
an evidence of increasing interest, on the part of the friends
of the school, in its daily work. It will be much to the ad-
vantage of the institution, an encouragement to teachers and
an inspiration to pupils, if the number of visitors shall be-
come still larger in future. To this report is appended a
schedule of the daily recitations and other exercises of each
class. The table gives the entire programme for the year
subject to some minor modifications for the convenience of
teachers or classes. With the schedule allow me, in the
name of all the teachers, to invite parents and all interested
friends to be present at any of the exercises of the school.
The nature of our work—a preparing of the ground and a
sowing of seed whose harvest will be in the passing years,
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precludes the possibility of a report of determined results at
present. Tlie Seminary has not 3'et attained to the liigliest
usefulness of which it is capable. But its outlook is most
hopeful. Instructors and pupils feel a personal responsibil-
it}' in its success or failure. To the faithfulness, zeal and
ability of my associate teachers, I feel that I cannot pa}- too
high a tribute. Their cooperation has enabled me to make
the changes satisfactorily and with some degree of success
to carry out the plans recorded in these pages. In closing,
allow me to extend to your honorable board m}' warmest
thanks for the support you have given me in the discharge
of my duty, for the generous responses 3'ou liave repeatedly
made to my petitions for expenditures in improvement, and
for the expression of your interest in the school's highest
welfare, all of which I trust may be potent forces in enlarg-
ing the sphere of usefulness vouchsafed the Robinson Semi-
nary.















To THE Tklstees of the Robinson Female Seminary and
Selectmen of Exeter :
The uudersigned, Treasurer of the Robiuson Female Sem-
inary, submits the following report for the j'ear ending Feb.
28, 1885.
RECEIPTS.
Received dividends on stocks, $7,783 00
Interests on bonds, etc., 2,470 (57
For exemption from taxation
on New York bank stocks
for the year 1884, 1,111 19
For bank stock sold, r),985 00
For tuitions, 18G 50
For grass sold from Seminary
grounds, 30 00












shares of stock of this bank. "With aid afFonled l\y the New
York tleariug House, the bank resumed pa^nnent. At a
meeting in Nov. a majoritj- of the stockholders voted that
the bank should go into A'ohmtary liquidation. The Semi-
nary has not received an\' income from this bank since my






The Committee on the Town Library submit tlie loUowing
statement of receipts and exi)en(litiires for the past year :
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
The School Committee respectfiillj- submit the following
report for the year ending March 1, 1885 :
The whole number of childi'en between the ages of five
and fifteen, as enumerated by the Selectmen in April, 1884,
was five hundred and twenty-three—two hundred and sixty-
seven boys and two hundred and fifty-six girls.
The names of teachers employed during the year are as
follows :
DISTRICT NO. 1.
High School, Mr. Albion Burbank.
Grammar School, Mr. Sperrs" French.
Sub-Grammar, Miss Jennie S. Cartlaud.
Plains Intermediate, Miss Carrie E. Ellison.
Hall Place Intermediate, Miss Sarah Caverno.
Spring Street Primary, Miss Jennie R. Harvey.
Grove Street Primarj', Miss Mar}^ E. Calef.
School Street Primary, Miss Annie R. Dearborn, who
resigned, winter term, 1885, and was succeeded by Miss M.
Agnes Weston.
Prospect Hill Primary, Mrs. Kate II. Davis.
District No. 3,—Miss Alberta J. Carroll.
District No. 4.—Miss Hattie B. Adams.
District No. 5.—First terra. Miss Georgie E. Jeuness;
second and third terms, Miss Amanda Brown.
District No. G—Miss M. Addie Kimball.
All the above named teachers are well known to the citi-
zens of the town. Reports of former N'ears contain expres-
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sions of commendation, which meet with our unqualified
approval at this time. Whatever criticism we have had
occasion to make upon the conduct of the schools, has been
made to the teachers themselves, therefore, further reference
to the matter here, would, we conceive, be out of place.
The number of scholars for some portions of the 3'ear, has
been greatly diminished owing to the prevalence of whoop-
ing cough and other epidemic diseases. But as a whole the
attendance has been good, there being less complaint re-
specting absences, than in many former years. There are
many things that might and perhaps ought to be remedied
in our schools, but the general result for the past 3'ear will,
we beUeve, compare favorably with that of an}' former year.
Complaint is often made that there is a too frequent change
of text books. Careful observation has shown that an occa-
sional change of books is beneficial, particularl}' reading
books. It sometimes transpires that a book, believed to be
adapted to the wants of the scholars, is found upon an actual
trial to be wholly unfitted for them. One or two such in-
stances have happened in our schools during the last two or
three 3'ears. In such cases the only thing to be done, is to
get another book, and this has been done with as little ex-
pense and trouble to parents, as possible.
Many of our school houses have ver}' inadequate facilities
for venlilulion. This matter was referred to in our last re-
port and should have immediate attention.
Appended is a table showing tlie number of scholars
engaged in each stud}'.
hp:zekiaii scammon, } c , i
JOHN D. LYMAN, > ,. .^
EDWIN G. EASTMAN, S <^^^"'»'>ltee.
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[l. s.] The State of New Hampshire.
To the inhabitants of the toion of Exeter qualified to vote in tovm affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, in said
town, on the second Tuesday of March next, at 10 o'clock in
the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects :
1. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting.
2. To choose a Town Clerk.
3. To choose all necessar}' town officers, Auditors or
Committees for the ensuing 3ear.
4. To choose one Trustee of the Robinson Female Semi-
nary for the term of seven years.
5. To raise such sums of money as may be necessarj- for
the support of schools, for the maintenance of the poor, for
i^epairiug the highways, for repairing and building sidewalks,
for repairing and building-bridges, for building drains and
sewers, for the payment of the town debt, for lighting the
streets, for defraying the expenses of decorating the graves
of Union Soldiers, and for other charges arising within the
town, fix the price of labor on the highway' and the pa}' of
the firemen for the year ensuing.
6. To see if the town will vote to have the old town
house repaired, and see what sum of mouej^ they will raise
and appropriate therefor. Upon the petition of James T.
Sawj'er and 16 others.
7. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to erect an additional number of gas lights, not exceeding
eighteen, in the streets of said town, and appropriate money
therefor. Upon the petition of Ebeu Folsom and 11 others.
8. To see if the town will vote to place a street lamp on
High street, at the corner of the street leading to Hall Place
near the house of Col. W. N. Dow. Upon the petition
Nathaniel Shute and 14 others.
9. To see if the town will vote to build a sewer from a
point at the Boston and Maine railroad near the passenger
station to Squamscott river, and appropriate money therefor.
10. To see if the town will authorize the Selectmen or
other persons to lease the tract of land adjoining John P.
Smith's homestead on the south and l3'ing between Newmar-
ket road and the river, and opposite the house of Jewett
Swasey. and fix the compensation therefor.
Given under our hands and seal, this 21st day of February, 1885.
JEWETT CONNER, ) Selectmen
JOSIAH J. FOLSOM, [ of
ANDREW J. FOGG, ) Exeter.




